Center City Council
February 5, 2015

Regular meeting of the Center City Council was called to order by Mayor Sandy Olin at 7:02 pm at the Betty Hagel Memorial Civic Center.  Present were council members Eric Casson, JD Hanson, Dallas Morast, Attorney Ann Mahoney and Auditor Becky Dollinger.

Hason moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Casson.  Roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.

Morast moved to approve the treasurers’ report as presented, Hanson seconded the motion.  Roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.

Morast moved to pay bills on hand with exception of the Sheriff’s Department.  Hanson seconded the motion, all voting aye, motion carried.  Bills to be paid are Ameripride 84.80, Bank of ND 3450.00, BHG 236.84, Center Coal 603.20, Corner Express 55.00, Dakota Communications 107.70, Dakota Dust Tex 58.05, Dave’s Sales 1098.75, ND Insurance Dept 120.00, One Call 2.20, Rud Propane 1159.70, SBM 110.26, SW Water 5748.07, Waste Management 4032.54.

Sheriffs’ department was not present.  Dollinger will add the department to her e-mail list with invite.

Jordan Reinke was present with questions about burning the creek bank.  It has to be done at a certain time, with favorable conditions.  Hanson will work with fire department to try to get it burned this year.  Reinke would also like to own the property south of his house to Highway 25.  Council will research an easement for our sewer & water, price of lot and construct a contract for next meeting.

Mel Heilman was present about the $30 garbage charge and $10 late fee on his water bill in September.  Hanson moved to waive $22.68 from his bill, seconded by Morast.  Discussion took place and Hanson moved to amend the motion from $22.38 to $10 late fee, seconded by Morast.  Discussion took place.  Roll call voting on the amendment, all voting aye, amendment passed.  Motion states to waive $10 late fee from his bill.  Roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.

Councilman, Keith Erhardt entered the meeting at 7:37pm.

Mark Johnson with Ulteig Engineering was present with information on creating an improvement district.  Handouts were available on the improvement district limitations and process.  A proposal was also submitted for $146,600.  Johnson asked to start the process of creating district boundaries for $5100.00.  This process would set up an improvement district and camera our sewer and water lines to see where to start with infrastructure replacement.  Morast moved to have a public meeting before proceeding, seconded by Casson.  Roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.  Dollinger to coordinate with Johnson dates for the meeting.

Deb Clarys, Home Rule Commission, presented the home rule committee report and a copy of the final Home Rule Charter.  Morast moved to accept the Home Rule Charter, seconded by Casson.  Roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.   Olin and Council thanked the Home Rule Commission, Bill Fay, Sharon Anderson, Char Leinius, Alice Dilger, Deb Clarys, Sharon Rud, the late John Green, and JD Hanson for their time serving on this committee.

Portfolio reports were next.  Morast will look at a couple streets with Mark Johnson before next Council meeting.  Erhardt reported the possibility of a sewer truck being available.  Hazen may have some sewer cleaning capabilities in the near future for rent.  Hanson discussed the Sheriffs’ department contract.  Discussion was held with County Commissioner, Darrel Berger, and Olin, Hanson and Berger will get together for a meeting.  Council tabled the decision of paying the Sheriffs’ contract bill until the meeting takes place.

Hanson moved to approve a $2.00 per hour raise for City Clerk, Terrie Nehring.  A great job has been done.  Erhardt seconded the motion, roll call voting, all voting aye, motion carried.

New business began with March Maddness in March.  Dollinger would like to attend and Nehring is out of the office.  Office hours will be reduced the Week of March 17-20th and Barb Hamers will fill in.

March meeting will be Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Olin appointed Hanson to the Pool Committee.  Morast moved to accept the appointment, Casson seconded the motion, roll call voting, Casson-aye, Hanson-nay, Erhardt-aye, Morast-aye, appointment passed.

Olin discussed SB2036.  The City may lose about $36,000 from our revenue budget if this bill passes.  It would eliminate part of the coal conversion tax that is currently charged to the mines and power plants.  It could go into effect as early as July 1st.  This bill will be followed and a meeting with legislatures will take place in March.

Year End financial report for 2014 was presented to Council.

The Center Sign east of town is in non-repairable state.  The boards have rotted and an estimate was received from Haag Sign.  Three new Welcome to Center Signs and structures would be $6349.00 plus installation and tear down.  JDA will be contacted to review and see if they would have funds for this project.

Civic Center heating system was discussed.  Dollinger informed the Council that the dust and lint need to be cleaned.  Dick’s Vacuum has been contacted to come and clean the coils and ducts.  Mandan Plumbing and Lindtech were consulted with about repairing our temperature differentiations in the building.  Our system is aging and the circuit boards are beyond repair.  It is recommended that we contact Energy Tech and get a consult of what our options may be.

Basement water coming in sump hole has slowed to about a quarter of what it was this fall.  Sewer lift pumps will be looked at tomorrow as they continually run.  Repairs to the boiler were completed as per the inspection report.  SW Water loss is about 8% over the last five months.  Dollinger and Rod Berger are working with Rural Water on a water conservation plan and drought management plan and will present to Council this Spring.

Dollinger has a civic center renter that has not paid their bill from November.  An invoice has been mailed, a late fee added and another invoice mailed and have received no action.  Mahoney to send a letter to renter regarding non-payment.

Meeting adjourned at 9:59 pm.
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